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Travaux de Neurologie Chirurgicale. 1895. By A. Chipault, 

Braquehaye, Demoulin, Daleine. Paris: Battaille & Co. 1896. 

This work on the surgery of the nervous system is not complete, 
and is intended to be the first of a series by the same authors. The 
studies are largely based upon the authors’ personal observations, and 
the book is therefore more valuable than a compiled manual. Particu¬ 
larly interesting are the chapters upon the intra-dural resection of the 
posterior roots, upon Quincke’s puncture, and a series of very inter¬ 
esting cases, by Chipault himself, upon lesions of the brachial plexus 
from fractures of the clavicle and the surgical treament thereof. In 
the first of these C. gives full credit to Abbe’s suggestion of this opera¬ 
tion, which was indeed made in the same week that W. H. Bennett 
proposed it in London. The seven cases which had been operated 
upon up to the publication of the present study are all considered in 
detail. In only four of them, one of Abbe’s, one of Horsley’s, and two 
operated by Chipault and Demoulin was the operation, properly speak¬ 
ing, an intra-dural resection. It may be quoted as especially interest¬ 
ing that in the first case upon which the authors operated, one of ex¬ 
treme hyperaesthesia of the right fore-arm and hand the oedema and 
ulcers which had covered the ulnar side of the arm and fingers, dis¬ 
appeared in twenty-four hours after the section of the seventh and 
eighth cervical and first dorsal roots, and the patient made an otherwise 
excellent recovery. 

A dispassionate and judicious review of the dangers and advant¬ 
ages of vertebral punctures precedes a report of five personal cases. 

The chapter on fracture-lesions of the plexus contains reports of 
seven personal cases, and a very interesting discussion on the neural 
symptoms from which it may judged that injury of the plexus has 
taken place. The discussion of treatment, preventive and curative, 
follows, and the author concludes as follows: 

“ The unfortunate consequences of lesions of the plexus from clav¬ 
icular fracture can almost always be cured or greatly lessened by active 
surgical treatment, provided it is not too late, and provided it is 
properly done. It appears to us proper, in spite of the possibility of 
spontaneous amelioration in slight cases, always to interfere when the 
diagnosis is once made, and, in order that therapeutic conditions may 
be the best, to interfere at once and thoroughly: that is to say, to 
make a resection of the injured portion of the clavicle, followed by 
osseous suture.” Mitchell. 


Atlas der Pathologischen Histologie des Nervensystems. 
[L’Anatomie Fine de la Moelle Epiniere.] Berlin, 1895. Heraus- 
gegeben von Babes, etc. iv. Lieferung. 

S. R. Cajal gives a short account of the normal histology of the 
spinal cord, with eight plates. An atlas cannot be expected to go 
into all the details, but even with this excuse, the presentation is a 
disappointment, surely, as far as the part of the work is concerned 
which we do not owe to Cajal exclusively. What we need most is a 
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plain statement of what is to be considered a fair standard of the 
normal, especially at the various stages at which specimens usually reach 
the pathologist and with the methods in current use. Instead of that, 
we are treated to an embryological study, and a very defective state¬ 
ment of what we see with the Weigert stain. 

“ Inspired by the character of the publication in which this work 
appears, we shall restrict ourselves to .present by the means of draw¬ 
ings, copied as exactly as possible from nature, the facts of the struct¬ 
ure of the spinal cord which seem to us best established and easiest 
to control.” If this were taken in the sense spoken of above, Cajal 
might have given us more than a poor resume of what every recent 
text book, or his older publications, give us fully as well. 

After a short summary of the kinds of cells and fibres, and the 
principal generalities about the neuron, the first plate is explained, 
half a cross section of the spinal cord of a mouse, with the cell-bodies 
pink, their axons red, the collaterals black, and final arborizations 
green. 

Plate II. is a study of the collaterals in the chick of 15 days’ in¬ 
cubation, Plate III. gives the types of cells in a chick of 18 days, 
Plate IV. the substance of Rolando on the 10th day of incubation, 
Plate V. the same on the 19th day. On Plate VI. we find represented 
the neuroglia and nerve elements of the new-born dog. With Plate 
VII. we might come nearest the task of a normal histology included 
in an atlas of pathology. It gives a Weigert-Pal section of the cervical 
cord of the adult. It is difficult to realize how this drawing got into 
the. atlas as a prototype of a normal cord section. The distribution of 
the cells hardly seems typical, and the distribution of the fibres in the 
white and gray matter is impossible, absolutely schematic—by mistake 
called, “copie aussi exactement que possible d’apres nature!” The 
distribution of thin and thick fibres, so easily made out in any decent 
preparation is absolutely ignored. The silence with which recent edi¬ 
tions of text books pass over these points, is really remarkable. The 
study of marked degeneration and Golgi specimens seems to make 
anatomists overlook the number of things that can be seen in the 
normal adult cord with perfect ease. 

With Plate VIII. we return again to the new-born mice and the 
chick for the study of the spinal and sympathetic ganglia. 

That this volume should be so disappointing, in spite of the fact 
that it comes from the hands of the man to whom we are so deeply 
indebted for research work, might be suggestive of the hint that the 
student of pathology of the nervous system must make his own stud¬ 
ies of the normal, and must know his problems better than the em¬ 
bryologist. It seems that there would be ample space in the literature 
for a normal histology applicable to the needs of the pathologist. 

Adolph Meyer. 


Monatsschrift fur Psychiatrie und Neurologie. Band I. 

Heft 1. Edited by Prof. C. Wernicke and Prof. Th. Ziehen. 

The Monatsschrift fur Psychiatrie und Neurologie takes at once . 
first rank among the neurological journals of the world. There is an 
introduction of a few pages devoted to some of the questions of the 
day. In this attention is paid especially to Flechsig’s theory of asso¬ 
ciation centres. 

Dr. Karl Bonhoeffer writes a long and carefully prepared paper, 
entitled, “ Ein Beitrag zur Localisation der choreatischen Bewe- 
gungen ” A Contribution to the Localization of Choreic Movements). 
He reports a case in which the symptoms were headache, vertigo, 
choreic movements chiefly in the right extremities and the right side 



